in whom we trust that he will

the message of comfort

33 begiﬁs with s clowing doxolegy
comfor 5, and sﬂo&zng now God's comford
it on to others

As though the Corinthisns would rnot comprehend * eaning of his sudden outhurst, Peul
descended tc explanstion. He szl 4 e would rot, brethren, have you ignerant of our

trouble which came to us in Asia.” What troubie he wae alluaiﬂg to is by no mesng ceviain,

but it was one in which human s h was tried ie mit, yes, and heyond. Death
seemed certein. If they had been srked whether 1ife or death was expected, they wonld

have answered, "Death." Peul, th or, was assailed by Jraublen Why ®

Thet he might lesrn to look away f « might lose all confidence in the

flesh and place all his confidenc ul, God was a being of infinlte power,
econtrolling wide areas and govern! snd futore. Without hesitation, he
celled upon the Cerinthisns to zhx to complede trust in Ged.

e

who were suffering for their faith,

fon. So, hs wrote to them, not
i * ¥

You will recall that Paul wag v
in whose midst were Aifficults

- to 8 com
Ition and

only as zn anostle, hearteni: ing and r them, but as a ?ejlow—st?uggWSr,
ag one vho himself was in the conflic L low—-gufferer, a8 one who by

no means wag immune from any nerisnces which veres devastating thelr lives

and making falth unspeakahly &3

bopgtle Peul sugrested & three~fold deliversnce whieh
is 2ll-inclusive snd complete. "Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver:
in whom we trust thet he will veb dels e coptext reveslz that the Apcstle 'was
writing about a physicsl deliverance from the hends of hls persecutors who constanbly
sought hisg 1ife. ;

In writing to the Corinthizns the

Paul mentioned how grateful he wes for the pravervs of the sazinte and recognized fully
that he wes delivered because the 2 helping together by prayers Tor

i, that for the gift {(of delivers us by the means of NENY Dersons
thanks may be given by man on our b thisme 1:31. This deliverance is a
besutiful type of the three-fold I she Seriptures reveal as belonging to
a2ll of the children of fod.

ion Ublpﬂ

Mzn has three preeminent needg—-deliwverance from the wrath of God, deliverance from the
bonﬁage of indwelling sin and deliversnce from 8 desth-burdensd cadv Those whe are

Christians have found the first need fully met in the death and resurrection of Christ,
The second phase of deliversrcs belongs to all who will meet the simple conditions lsid
down in the Bible. The third will cone abou» upon the return of our Lord a2t which time
we shall experience the redemption of the body. Every misery and woe of the humen race
gprings from these three roots—a condomned soul, a sin-blighted 1ife znd a death-doomed

boﬂy, In God's infinite wicgdom and grese Full delliverance hss been provided., This is
the gosvel which we sre orivileged io wreazch.

When we speak of delliverance
God has provided for us in G

.81l that God has done, lg dod do iv Saivaulon is en 2ll-
inclusive term, embracing re ion, regenersiion, Justification,
sgnetification and glorification. Ii represenis Gﬂw by which Heo

ficed ;—a;

: man from eternsl roin and bexltows upon him the riches af .iu infinite and abounding
grace. As the 3101& saya "Selvetion 1s of the lerd.," Jongh 2:9. In no cage is it 2

work of msn in behslf of Cod.
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We can never fully sopreciste the blegsedness of B Iﬁs vork in onr behalf until
t themselves

extensive ig the deliverance He has provided, The issues invelved rojen
into the realms of +time and also into eternity.

5 g subject "Selvation In Three Tenses," in the light of our text,
loczcall falls into three divisions:

-y

L. The Past--Deliverance From The Penzliy OF Sin,

Tho delivered us from so great a death.' Paul opens for ug here the book of his

own history, ensbling us to see the basis for some of his beliefs. Paul had ist i
evidence for hie faith. Tt was built upon a definite and certain snlrltual experisnce.
The Iord had definitely and certainly delivered him, so all cuestions and explaining
svay could not alter that fact, The truth thet 1ifts religion from the vages of a

book te a level of personsl vossession is the historic evidence of = personal experisnce.
He dellvered me. You cannot ersse that, :

-In this case the historic evidence was especlally strong, for the experience was noi

a solitary one. In cne sense, every experience mmst be solitary, but in snother sense,
it need not be. Paul and Timethr were both delivered, but it was o separate experience.
Peul's deliverance was not Timotly's and Timothyls was not Paul's, but the ssme thing
happened o bothk., In the seme wey my szperience of God's deliverance is backed up

by the like iestimony of othe ¥o one passed throush the experience with me, hut
many have passed through an ewverience like 1 Jid. Therefore, when I read Paul's words,
"Who delivered us from So great : : death," T =an clsim a share in that deliversnce.

I am not merely reading here the aquleﬁfp_ v of ancther, bul the blography of

mysell, and this histerie évidence ig not to e disproved.

)
o

Bvery bellever has been delivered from the great death which was the result of his

sins. Ezekiel wrote, "The soul that sinneth, it shell die," 18:20. The death
referred to is that which comes a&s & result of the transgression and mesns seperation
‘from the life which is in Ged. Because of this we read thet we ™were dead in tres-
passes and sing,” and were "withowt Christ,....having no hope, and without fod in
the world.” Hpohesians 2:1, 12, GCod will never overlock sin rnd excuse 1t as though
it were not wrong. There is buwt one thing for Him to do with it and thst is to mete
out judgment upon it.

For the child of God deliverance from the penslty of sin is an asccomplished fach,

Hig gins, having been judged once, will never be called initc judgment again., Our
lord made this quite clear when He said, ¥,..and shall not come into condemnsiion
but is vpasged from death unto 1ife.™ John 5:24, Paul wrote, "There is therefore
row no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." Romans £:1, In writing do
Timothy Paul must have given him singulsr comfort, "Who hath saved (delivered) ue snd
called mug with an hely calling, not szecording to our works, bul sccording to his

own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus beamre the world begsn.!

IT Timothy 1:9.

The momeny the soul looks to Christ upon the eross and rests entirely uvon His great
redemptivs wcrk, thet moment deliverance from the penaity of sins may be oclalmed.

I conlid not be delivered in this respect any more then I em st this moment, even if
I liwed 1 be a thousend years of age, Deliverance from the pvenalty of gin is not

a8 gues ti en of growth, but it iz 2z metter of acceptante with an immediste oulbecome

This deliverance of which we speak is available to gll who belisve. It iz based
upon & simple snd definite act of faith on owr vari. The Serintures are clesar on
thiz sublect even though many veople a Thirty-five times in the New
Testament Taith is declared to be th deliverance from the nenslly of sin,

£ del
The word "believe™ is used ons hundred and fifty times by the Holy Svirit as the sole
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condition of deliverance or salvabion., Y"Belisve on the Iord Jdesus, and thou shali
be sgved.” 4dcts 16:31. "For by grece are ye saved %hvounh faith: erd that not of
yourselves: it ls the gift of Tod: not of works, lest any man should boagt.®

Erhegispe 2:8.9,
If & person had to do so much as wiggle his little Tinger in order to obtaln salvation,
he would heve opportunity to boasi about what he did. God will not have any beoasting
save in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ and Hle Pinished work, 1% is not believe
and make restitution; it is not believe and get baptized; it iz not believe and do
better; it is not believe and hold oud faithful to the end, Rether, it is by faith.
Salvation is by grace through faith plus nothing, There is no work whichk men =en do
which will be accentable o the Savicur ir veynent for His salvetion. Cod doss not

B,

hesitate to insult man by rejecting humen works, If man were to live z million Tears
and do his best for God during 21l of thal bime, he could not serve well snmough to
merit one moment in heswven,

Beliverance from the guilt and penality of our sins belongs fo every soul threugh z
simple aet of faith, Dr. A. T, Plerson ssid, "He who knows enough to throw swey a
worthless bauble =nd reach out snd take 1nsnea& a priceless treasure, lmows encugh
to give up his own hopeless ?mﬂt and aceert the finished work of Christ." Saving
faith sees deliversnce in he Iovd's hand and says, "I will receive it.®

The Present--Deliverance From The FPower OF Sin.

"ind doth deliver." Here Paul irplies something like this: "Don't think thet

put my trust in a pest experience. It has it place, bubt I can bring thet exnmerience
up to the present.® The same power was at work. Pavl was confident that the difficulty
confrontlnv him would be overcome as certainly zs his past trouble,

In school we were taught that the perfect iense sxpressed an event complsted in the
past yet coming upn fto the present. Thet ig not 2 bad definition of 3 geruine Christis
experience, Jbat real value would past deliveraunce be o me if tlwt were 8117 Tt

je the present that means so much. His power is ever present, undiminished, wmabated,
always 2% our command.

Though saved from the pensliy of bis gi
hag g disposition Lo sin and teo do those things which are caﬂ+ravy t@
d. Christizns sin by yielding to the luste ¢f the flesh which is the old carmal
neture they have pogssessed since birth., There has mever been sz Christian who has
gone through an experience by which ke has lost his carnal nsture. There is no
experience through which he can pass in this 1ife by yhieh hig Ademis nsture is
eradicated. Many have imsgined this, but as John wrote, "We deceive ourselves, but

Nno one else,

ns and safe within the fold, e Christia
) 3

Godfe Word fesches bow the soul mdy enjoy daily deliverance from the dominsting, downe-
dragging pover of indwelling sin. If we have not ewperienced this vietory, it ig
Decause we have failed to anpronriaie the provisien which CGod has mede for us.

Our salvetion iz wvot merely s matiter of memory. It is 2 vresent experience., He dees
deliver us. Todsy never seems ag wonderful as yestmréav? nor so luring and full of
hope =8 does yvesterday. There is a strange tendency in all of us to look beyonﬂ

or zhead for resl inspirstion. Teoday lacks romance in the rigid reality of 1ife.

But, God doth deliver us. That is exsetly up to the lasst minvbte--religion's immediste

help, God is otill with His peonle.
‘The Fubure--Deliverance From The Presence OFf %in,

"In whom we trust that he will yet deliver us." Thus Peul fzoed the future unafraid,

3.

That is not alwsys easy to do, In youth, of sourse, the future is g lend of colden
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dreams, It beckonss it haunts: it is bevond the horiszon yonder that the best lies,
By and by, the future is more ept by fer o teke than fo glve, We muat expect the
fading of the summer glories, dwindling powers, nerrowing ecircles, the inexorsble
dulling of life into 2 zober thing, and to face death within a few more Fears gt
the most.

If God is pleased to give us 2 1ittle forecast of this deliverance by healing the
body of its ailment, we can but vraise His Neme, but Ee has vromised that the hour
is coming when the body is t¢ be fully redeemed and delivered from every allment
including physical death, 4171 through the Seriphbires God promises o mesh death
with a hope of resurrection and we lock forward to the moment wnen this will bhecome
& glorious reality.

When Jesus comes, the power of the grave will be broken, and the bhodies of a2ll believers
will be raised to incorruptibility, For those Christisns who have not tasted phyveical
death, mortality will give wsy to immortality snd together 21l of us will be changad
inte His glorions image, This is what is meant by = future deliverance.

"Delivered,” Pdoth deliver,! "pill vet deliver.” Whet Ced was, and is, He will be.

» ! 5 5 . -5 b4 N

Wy should He chenge? Hes God over failed you in the past? No! Ig He overlooking

you todey? HNo! The seme God Who has been and Who is suffin

all the way. Memory, experience and hope confirm our salwvat
b J 3 -+ 4k

ient will be with vou
i

ds 2 child of God you do not nead to be afreid of life. Whether yor look behind
you, or before you, there is & CGod Who never faile; who does exceeding sbupdantly
above all we ozn think or ssk. In this three.fold plan of God we see the glorions

truth of full deliverance,

May the Iord help us to bhe faithful in vroclisiming Hs blesszed work of zionemente
“Who hath delivered:;™ His blessed work of advosacy—"iho doth deliver,” and His
blessed work at the advente-"Who will vet deliver.™ He hath saved us, He is seving

us, and He will gave us,



