LIFE'S SUPREME AMBITION
iWherefore alse we are ambitious, that whether being at home or Beiﬂg from home, to
be well-pleasing to Him." II Corinthians 5:9.

There is a well-known saying that if you give a dog a bad name it sticks to it. There
are individuals who unfortunately get a bad name, and it is very difficult for them to
throw it off. It is just the same with words. Some words get an unfortunate definitien,
and it is not easy to cast off their sinister association. MAmbition" is a word of this
sort. It is often set forth in literature in a bad sense.

Frequently Paul laid hold of that which was guestionable, baptized it with a new spirit,
gave it a new meaning, and charged it with a new idea. When General Booth of the Sal-
vation Army heard a rollicking tune which was wedded to questionable words he would
say, Let us take that tune from the Devil'!s service and use it in the Lord's service.
He would have new words written to whieh the tune could be sung. What had been a tap-
room song would beceome & revival hymn. In the same way Paul tock hold of this word,
and he said: "let us be ambitiocus for the right thing.® There is then a true, a

" worthy, a commendsble ambition, an ambition whieh is holy, Jjust as there is an ambition

which is ignoble. It 21l depends upon the things for which you are ambitious and the
means you adopt in order to atitain youwr ambitien. David had a great ambition when he
wanted to build a temple for the worship of God. Although he was hot allowed %o do it
he was commended because he had the desire in his soul and because he made preparation
for that desire to be realized. John Milton had a worthy ambition when he said it was
his desire "to write something which aftertimes would not willingly let die." He had
an ambition to put on record great ideas which the world would cherish and which has
immorbtalized his name. David Livingstone had a worthy ambition when, after he had
traversed Central Africa, he said, I am determined to ge on and to do all I ecan for
the poor degraded people of the North." He saw with his own eyes the fragedy of the
slave traffic and he determined he would not rest until, God helping hiwm, that traffiec
was destroyed.

I am sure that none of us are satisfied with our lives. We may have reached heights
of spiritudl attainment, but unscaled heights are still above those. No matter how
deep our spiritual experiences have been, unfathomable depths are still beneath us.
We are not living as well as we can live and ought to live. BKach of us should desire
above all else to please our Saviour and Lerd. The highest pessible ideal for human
life is to strive to do those things that please Him.

In the text Paul expresses an ambitien which I wish everyone possessed because it is
the kind of ambition that is highly praisewocorthy and brings great happiness. He says,
W¥herefore zlse we make it our aim, whether st home or absent, to be well-pleasing
wnto Him.® This ought to be the ambition of every believer. Bengel ealls it the sole
legitimate ambition. It was enunclated by a man whose brain was as big as his heart.
His head was as full of light as his heart was full of devoul heat. Paul was the liv-
ing proof that there need be no conflict between a luminous mind and a devetional
spirit. He was a men with a transforming religious experience; an experience which
completely shatiered all his originael plans and turned his manifold, masterly activities
into new and nobler chammels. His chief desire was to please Christ. Whether here in
the body or at home yonder in the Father's house, he could conceive of no mobive so
lofty. He was ambitious to please Christ perfectly.

¥hy Was Paul Ambitious To Please God?

1. Because he had come teo kmow Christ as his Saviour.
He was willing to do whatever Christ wanted him to, and to believe what He wanted
him to believe, because his Lord had taken away his blindness and had enabled him
to behold greater glories than he had ever beheld. '
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Because he was assured of vietory over death.
He says: "Enowing that He whieh raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by
Jesus, and shall present us with you.® II Corinthians L:1l. What a glorious thing

‘it is to be assured of vietory over death through Jesus Christ! The more assured of

triumh over death a believer becomes, the more the desire to please God wells up
within him.

Because he knew that he had %o appear before the judgment seat of Christ.
He says, "For we must a2ll appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that everyone

"may'receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done whether it

be good or bad.® The believer in Christ will mever come into any kind of a penal
judgment that will endanger his salvation. God's Word says very emphatieally, "There
is therefore now no condemmation to them that are in Christ Jesus." But the believer
in Christ will have to stand before the Jjudgment seat of Christ to have his works
Judged with a view to rewards. In that day 211 our motives will be made known, all
our faithful service in the name of Christ be rewarded, all our sacrifice repaid, all
of our honors determined.

Because the love of Christ constrained hiﬁ.
Christ's love for Paul impellied or urged him on. Chrisi's love for us, which He
demonstrated on the cross, urges all true believers teo endeavor to please Him in

all things.

II. What Are The Characberisties Of The Ambition To Please God?

1.

It is intelligent.

It is based on a right estimate of valuwes. Paul's discriminating faculty was so
illuminated and sensitized that he could recognize the true, the beautiful, and the
good. Through the eyes of such c¢larified imtelligence he saw that for the priceless
privilege of knowing Christ and pleasing Him, he could afford to suffer the less of

everything.

. It is adequate.
Tt is based on knowledge -- a knowledge which includes the whole sweep of 1life; not

one period alene or even one world, but all time and both worlds. Those wWho are
ambitious to please Christ have a rellglon of assurance. It was this assurance that
led Robert J. Burdette to say at nightfall: UMy work is about done, I think. The
best of it I have done poorly. Any of it I might have done better. But it is done.
And in a fairer world with finer material and a better working light, I shall do
betier work.%

It is sunreme.

It towers above all other ambitions —- soeial positlien, literary fame, politieal
preferment, amassed fortune, as Jesus rises immeasurably above all the brightest
and best of the sons of the morning. It is the ambition which in iis spirit, aim,
and deration, is the same as that which He cherished. He, who iz the perfect -
pattern, said, WI do always those things that please the Father.n

Whatever our gift may be, whether testimony or song or teaching or finance or
visitation, we may please Christ by ministering to others even as He pleased the
Father by thus ministering. We can hang pictures of cheer and hope in the silent
gallery of at least one sunless 1life. We can be a music-meker in the weary path of
at least one songless toiler. We can bind up at least ome broken heart. We can pour
the oll of comfort into at least one bruised spirit. We ean throw a burst of sunshine
into at least one darkened mind. We can extend a2 helping hand to at least one un-
fortunate brother. We can speak the message of salvation to at least one perishing
goul. From practical tests this supreme ambition 1ifts us to spiritual tasks. The
man with a hoe only is a drudge. The man with a hope only is a dreamer. But the man

whose hoe and hope are joined is the passion of eternity.
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It is continuous. : o ’ )
Whether present or absent, at home or in exile, in the chwreh militent or in the
chureh triumphant, it continues. This ambition links us with the spiritual and the
permanent. 1t mobilizes the forces of the scul 2nd heartens us to endure. It keeps
us faithful to daily duty. It helps us to eliminete inferior values. It holds us

~ true te the highest ideals.

5.

It is prospectant.

This ambition looks forwerd to the judgment-sezst of Christ. Bach of us must give
account of himself. None will be overlooked in the erowd. There will be no loop-
hole of escape for any of us., We should desire to be able to give a goed report and

not be ashamed whern we shall appear befgre Hime

IIT. How Can We Please God?

1.

Te must belleve what God says.

tfithout faith it is impossible to please Him." The faith here referred to is the
very definite belief that God has revealed Himself te us in the Bible, and has also
in that Book made clear what duties he requires of us. It is vain to talk of being
well-pleasing to anyone if you do not believe what he says. Paul is a splendid
example of the kind of faith that is well-pleasing te God. '

e must do what God says.
To "walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing® is to live in such a way as to please
the Lord. We walk thus only when we live in accordence with His Word, trusting in

_ Him for strength to do that which His Word commands. A believer who does not walk

in accordance with God!s Vord dishonors Him, but one who does walk in accordance
with God's Word glorifies Him. ,

We must give to His work.

Paul spoke of the gifts which the Philippian believers bad sent to him to ensble him
to carry on his work of preaching as "a sacrifiee acceptable, well-pleasing teo God.®
Hebrews 13:16 says, "But to de good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacri-

fices God is well-pleased.®

IV. What Are The Results Of Pleasing God?

1.

2.

,3.

Enemies are compelled to be at peace with us.

Yihen a man's ways please the Lord He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him."
Proverbs 16:7. Ho matter how much our enemies may hate us they can do us no injury
so long as we are doing what is well-pleasing to God. If the belilever will please God,

no one will harm him.

Prayers are answered.

1ind whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, beecause we keep His commandments, and do
those things which are pleasing in His sight.® If we do what pleases Him, Geod will
be glad to give us what pleases us. It works the same with earthly parents. A child
who seeks to please you gets from you prebty much what he.desires, so long as those
things are caleulated to do him mo injury. Bub one who does displeasing things dees
not get what he desires. The FPsalmist said: ¥If I regard iniquity in my heart the
Loré will not hear nme.® _

We shall receive glorious rewards.

Some professed Christians e¢laim they are not interested in rewards. They say that the
joy and gratitude for salvation by grace will be sufficient compensation for them. Butb
the Lord must have known that many of His children would be actuaied by anticipation

of a heavenly recognition for viectorious service or else He would not have had se much
to say about rewards in His inspired Book. %God is not unrighteous to forget your work
and labor of love, which ye have showed toward His name, in that ye have ministered to
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the sainis, and do minister.® Hebrews 6:10. It certainly pays to please God.
The most worth~while ambition that anyone ean cherish is to please Him, and in
order to please Him we nust believe Him, be devoted to Him, do what He says,
praige Him, and give to His work. - Is it any wonder that Paul said: Wiherefore
also we make it cur aim, whether at home, or absent, to be well pleasing unto
him?%



