AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST

"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray
vou in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." TII Uerinthisns 5:20,

It is the divine intertion that every besliever in Christ should be an ambasgador for Him.
Spiritual ambassadorship is net for a select fewﬁ 2?st has Hls picked men for key vositions,
it is true, but there is not ome true believer, howsver humble and weak, who is not His
representative. The reason why ve are left in thisz world of sin, afler being saved by
the grace of God, is thal we mey bear the message of reconciliation teo those who are still
the enemies of God., Mot every Christian ls a vrescher, or a teacher, or 2 missionary in
the sense that he goes to some distant land with the message of redeeming love, but every
child of Goé s an ambassador. We knew that we are very wworthy ambassadors of such =
wonderful Eing, bul we should never relinguish the office, neither should we do snything
that would degrade it in any way. In the fact thalt we are ambassadors of the hesvenly
King we see the high dignity and svepreme suthority of cur ealling, Believers in Christ
are His representatives in this world, besesching wen and women to be reconciled to God.
We are poor representativas,-it is tyue, but Christ has sent us, and He is devending on

us to reflect His glory, bear Wls Fleh 1ge and plead Hig csuse before the many who know Him
not.,

% he thinks mey have taken place in heaven when the

the Father gave Him to do. He imagined
el salds '"Master, you died for the

i for the whole world.” "and do they
ixt, "only a few know sbout it so far.”

Somecne has imagined the scene whi
lord Jesus went back, after finiehing the work that
that Christ and Gabrlel were talk {
whole world, didn't you?" "es," gaid Cbrlst
all know abeu+ it ? agked Gabrisl, ”ﬁh no," saiﬂ i
"Well," said Gebriel, "™what is wvour n? What ke vou done about telling the world that
vou died for them?" Christ replied, 'Y asked Peter and John and Andrew bto make it the
business of their lives down there te tell others, until all have heard the story.®™ Thinking
of how unrelisble peovle are, Gebriel is supposed to have sajd: "Bul suopese FPeter doesn't
tell the others, or suppose the others don't tell ethers, what then? Have yon made any

other plans?” The answer the glorified Christ is supnesed to have gives was:r "Gabriel,

I haven't masde any other arrangements--I'm coumnting on them.”™ Then, let us remember that

He is counting on us, and let we see te it that vwe do not let Hm down.

Saint Teresa wrote: "God has ne body on earth bub yours; no hands but yours: no feet
but yours; yours are the eves throwsh which is to look out Christ's compassion to the
worlds vours are the feet with which Je is to go sbout doing good; and yours are the hands

with which He is to bless us new,.!

Annie Johnson Flint expressed the same ides very beautiflly in the ooem:
The World's Bible

Christ has no hands but owr hands
To do His work today;

He hag no feet but ovr feet
To lead men in Mg way:

Fe has no tongue but our tongues
To tell men how He died;

He hag he help bul our help
To hring them to His ¢ side

We are the only Bible
The cavelesy world will read;
WG are the simmer's Compel,
We are the scoffer's cx eed;
We are the Iord's last message
Written in deed and word—-
Fhat if the Alne is crooked*
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What if our hands are busy
With other work than His?
What if our feet are walking
Where sin's allurement is?
What 1f our tongues are speaking
Of things Ms lips would spurn?
How can we hobe to help Him
And hagten His return?

Before we can be ambassadors for Christ we must have had a saving experience of Big grace.
Only those who have been reconciled to God by the death of HNis Son, only those who have
been recreated in Chrisi by the ministry of the Holy Spirit, can bear to others the
nessage of reconciliation through the blood of Calvary. By nature we are enemiss of God
and opposed to Christ. Enemies sre not sent as renresentatives, No malter how able,
charming, leernsd, persuasive and earnest we may be, we cannot be Christian ambassadors
until we are saved by Divine grace through simple faith in Christ. Natural gifis are very
good, and they should be dedicated to God Who gave them, but they were never intended to
take the place of the new birth, without which we are dead in sins,

Sswl of Tarsus had meny natural gifts, and he was very highly educated, but until he meb
the risen Christ on the Damascus road and was saved by Him he was not a Christian esmbassador.
There is no subsititute for the redeeming, transforming, enabling grace of Cod,

I. An Ambagsador Ts The Citizen OFf Znother Country.

Just as the Americen Ambassador in Iondon is a eitizen of the United States, and the
British Ambasssdor in Washingbton is a citizen of England, so the Christian embassador
is a citizen of heaven. As believers in Chrisi, we are pilgrims and strangers here.,
We are in the world and have s part to play in its affairs, bul we should never be

so taken wp with worldly thinmgs that we forget all sbout the eternal homeland. o
representative of his country in a forelgn land forgets all about the couniry to which
he belongs. Our citizenship is in heaven, so our interests should not be exelusively
mundane,

If we will remember thet we are citizens of another country, we shall not be disturbed
too much when the things which are seen are crumbling sround us, We know thal the
things of the Spirit can never be destroyed by the madness and gin of man, Remembering
that we are citizens of another country, at %times we chall long to see the eternal
homeland, The anticipation of heaven will make us more spivitual, and will eneble us
to suffer uncomplainingly during our stay down here. In the eternal homeland we shall
see our Saviour face to face; we shall meet loved ones gone on before; and we ghall

be 211 that we should be, for we shall be like Him Who loved us and gave Himself for
us.

II. An Ambassador Is Jommlssioned By His Country.

Yo ambassador goes to another country just becsuse he feels that he should go. He is
sent by the government of his country, and bebind him there is the authority of his
country. So, having been zaved by the grace of God, the Christian is corrnissioned by
the risen Christ to go into the world to bear witness to the saving grace and keeping
power of his Iord and Master.

We are genmt by Christ to tell a sinful world of the love and grace of God revealed
in the Cross of Calvary., No one can fathom the depths of His love or exhaust the
riches of His grace. His love is world-embracing in its scope, and His grace is all-
sufficlent in its power.
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His love yearns for the return of every vrodigsl, and His grace can save everyone who
nelieves. 4re we bearing this redeeming message to = lost world? Many Christiens
are gilent about the things which matier most, and eloguent about things which matler
very 1ittle. Becsuse Christ is cur enthroned Iord, and has 211 power, He has the
right to elaim the absolute allegiance of the neurt, and to send us into the world to
witness for Him. Once we see the dignity of His person we reaslize the dignity of owr
¢alling. Since we are sent by Chrisi, it follows that He is able and willing o
supply our every need., He is able to sumply every need which arises, no matter how
great it may be., Those who have gone at His bidding, depending on His faithfulness
to His word, have proved Him sble to meet every need. The consciousness that we are
sent by Him should £ill uvs with & real joy. No emergency can arise with which He is
unable to deal.

III. Ain Ambassador Keeps In Touch With His Country.

He 33 no awmbassador who does not keep in touch with the country which he represents
in a foreign lsnd. Ambassadors of Christ should be in touch with their Ilord every day
and every hour. There should be daily communion with Him, OSatan always does his best
to get us oui of touch with Christ, beczuse he knows that out of fellowship we are
helpless and useless, In order to keep in touch with Christ ceriain things are very
Lecessary s

1. A surrendered will.
We must be submissive to the will of God for us, If we dare to seb our wills
against the will of God, we cannot enter inteo the joy of fellowship. We must say,
ot my will, but Thine be done.”

2. A trusting heart.
Unbelief in the heart of a child of God breaks fellowship with Christ, spoils owr
joy and keeps us out of the fulmess of blessing. We are to keep on trusting, even
where and when we cannet fully uﬁdersﬁana. Cur Taith mmst be fed on the strong
meat of the Word.

3, Believing prayer.
This means getting in touch with God through the Iord Jesus Christ. The negleect
of prayer hinders fellowship and leads to barrenness of life.

4. Bivle study.
Through this God speaks to us, and we are bulll up in the mos? holy faith, Through
Fis Word we are brought into a fuller fellouwship with God. The Bible is the finmal
court of appeal in 211 matters of Christian faith and practice. Io one can neglect
the Bible and prosper spiritueily.

IV, An Ambasaador Is Acquainted With The Pelicy Of His Country.

An smbagsador knows the policy and plens of the govermment he revresents, In an given
situation he ig informed as to what his country intends te de. So we should kmow the
mind and will of Christ., As we enter a deeper and richer fellowship with Christ, we
see His plans more clearly. He reveals His plens to us in order that we mey coaperate
with Him in their oultworking.

¥, An Ambassador Has Behind Him A1l The Authority Of His Counitry.

When an ambassador makes an official uttersnce all the military power of his country
will come into sction to carry it out. So we have behind ue all of the authority of
heaven, As smbassadors for Christ, all the power of the risen Christ is at owr disposal,
We have supernmatural foss, but for the warfare we have supernatural vower, HNatural
resources may be exhausied; humen power mey be overthrown; our own plans may go awry;
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but the divine resources are inexhaustible; the divine power iz Invincible: and the
divine plens are perfect, Being sent forth by the Holy Soirit, we are backed by all
the pawer of God,

An Ambassador Delivers The Megsaze He Recelves,
An ambassador declares the policy of his country to the nation to which he is appointed.

He does mnot give his own opinions and views, unless they coincide exactly with those
of his govermment., If his ideas and policies are in confliet with those of his govern-

ment, the only course for him is to resign or be dismissed,

So we should deliver the message of Christ to those who need it, As ambassadors of
Christ, we are not to preach owr own views unless they are those of our Iord. Once

we proclaim our cwn views or give our own speculations we cesse %o be Christian ambassador

The word which Christ has commissioned us to vreach is the only adequate message for

a lost world., It mey hurt, but then it heals. It shakes us oul of our lethargy, and
brings us into the fulness of life. It unveils us to ocurselves, and then it unfolds

to us the all-sufficiency ef Christ and His sovereign grace, -

God has committed unto us the ministry of receoncilistion. This reconciliation is by
the blood of the cross. It is pot encugh to say that Jesus ceme to show us what God

is like, and to teach great ethicel vrincinles, and that He died because of His loyalty
to truth, The fact is He laid down Hig sinless 1ife in atoning sacrifice. He shed
Hig precious blood for the redemsiion of souls,

The true Christian ambassador preszches the eross in ivs Godward, simward, worldward

and Satanward aspects, God wes setisfied, sin was put away, the world was redesmed

and Satan was conguered by what Christ d4id on the cross., Salvation, which was purchased
at such tremendous cost, is offered on God's terms, that 1s, repentance, & clean break
with known ein, the full trust of the heari, and the unconditional surrender of the
7111, God has az perfect right to lay deown these terms for He was the One against whom
gin wes commitied, and in Christ He made a complete atcnement for it. It is through
the message of the cross alone thal men are reconciled to God,



