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the hesrt of Peul, that 1ife is omne vhieh has left its indelible mark on twenty centuries
of Christian history, and that motive is none other than the leve of Christ.

1.

"The love of Christ.®

When vie read here about the love of Christ, we should undersiand the words corresctly.
To this end we should ask, Just what did Paul mesn when he spoke these words? Did
e mean Christ's love for him, or his love for Christ? Unguestionably, this exvres-
sion means Christ's love for us and not our love for Him. The love of Christ for

us spoke in His words, shone in ¥is actions, mirrored itself in Hig tears, and at
last drop by drop it fell im blood from the cross. Tt wes that love of Christ that
met Saul of Tarsus in all his guilt, stresmed forih upon him, touched him, broke

hig heart, broke his hebits, ght about the selvation of his soul, altered his

character, changed his career, and made a marvelous and abiding difference in his
whole life, The leve of Ckrist here means His infinite love for us in dying for
us, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. It is not how we love
Christ, but how Christ loves us.

However, Christ's love for us is creative im its effect. Christis love for Paul
awakened his love for his Iord. His love for (hwist was only the respomse, or the
inevitable sequel, to Ck ¢ love for him. Hig love for us swakens and sushains
a responsive leve for sy we express in the old hymn:

Wy Saviour art Thou,
If ever I loved Thee,
¥r Jesus, Tbis now.™

Christ's love for ug is self-denying, umselfich, free, enriching, boundless, continuous
and eternal,

"Constraineth,”

This is a translation of the Greek word "svrecho,” which means to hold togebher

end to press on every side., Tt means to shubt up to one line and purpoge, as in

a narrow, walled road. OChriet'e love grasped Paul's wind; eaptivated his thoughts,
controlled his emolions, engaged his affections, formed bis character, influenced
his actione, molded his 1ife and shut him up to one course of conduct, Christ truly
won exclusive rights in Paul, The love of Christ fences out of the lives of Chris-
tians all progrems of wrong living and fences into their lives all programs of right
living. When the love of Christ overmashers a Christian, it so adjusts his likes
and dislikes that he will hate that which is wrong and love that which is right.
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he iz a new creature: old things are passed
aways behold, all things are become new," When Christiens have duties to be per-
formed, burdens te be borne, trials to be met, sacrifices to he made snd work to

be done, the love of Christ can transform these things into the most delightful
tasks,

The Motives For Our Service,

Eyery intelligent act results from seme motive. The act may be performed for pleasure,
profit, nosition or power. Motives may be high and holy, or they may be degrading and
devilish, but we are constrsined by them. Among the moiives for rendering religious
services are the followling:
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The fear of punishment.
People are held back from doing mweny things because they fear the venalty, Many
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do things that sre right because they are afraid to do wrong. Meny serve thinking
that thereby they will excepe the punishment of hell. Fear of pumishment is a very
inadeynate molive for religious service, The one who serves from & sense of fear
renders & glavish servics, '

The gense of duty.
This gives evidence of the comsciousness of morsl and spiritusl obligations, Tt
involves a desire to do what ig right.

The hope of rewsrd.

Many heve a great interest in their reputations. OFf course, they know that some
form of religlen 1s favorable io one's reputaticn. The greatest aim of many is
to gratify self-esteem and pass through 1ife hororably. Multitudes serve with the
hope of recelving happiness ir the future and gsining heaven in the end. Those
who serve in order to get rewsrds certainly rerder a selfish service,

The love of Christ,

Iove is the purest, highest and mightiest metive Por service. What 1z it in Christ
thet draws men, wins their sllegiance away from Satan, and makes them ready to follow
Him through veril and sacrifice, even to desth? It is the love of Christ. He came
inte the world to revesl the love of Cod, wnd wen sew 1% in His face, felt it in

His touwch angd hesrd it in o volce,
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Iove is the impelling motive
Christ. When writing of hiz mi

The love of Christ warmed Pavl's heart, stirred hie emotions, fired his intellect,
and pressed him Iike a resistless torremt te a devotion to Chrigt whieh i1s simply
indescribable. The driving sr in his 13ife was the thought, "He loved me, and
gave Himself for me.® I fesr that the emphasis today is placed on our leove for
Christ rather than on Chrizt's love for us.

The Christian who gerves Christ becazuse he leves is wmoved by the noblest impulse
that ever stirred God or men, There 1 no serviee liks that of the ome who serves
becanse he loves, Thogse who serve from a sense of love are far more careful and
aceurate in their obedience than those whe serve from o sense of logs er gain.

Is the Jove of Christ the greal motive power in your Chrisitian 1ife? If not, you
are not rendering the highest Chrisiisn service ard vou are not having the greatest
Christian joy.

The love of Christ should comstrain us to live godly lives, o love each other,

te be filied with the Spirit, to be obedisnt to His will, to give of our mesns,

and to faithfully promote His cavse., Nopolson sioed before his men and cried, "One
hundred men, Forwerd! Step out of the ranke!™ He thus ealled for one hundred loyal
soldiers to lead a forlorn bhope vhen it wasg probeble that every volunteer would

be killed. HNot only one hundred men, but every man in the regiment stepped forward,
and offered himself to live or die for his emperor. Christ, our Captain, 13ifts

His bloodstezined hands, snd cnlls for vou and me to step forward in His service:

to give our hearis, our btalents, our time, our lives, cur 211 for His cause.

"Were the whole realm of nzture nine,
That were a present for boo smally

Tove 8o smazing, so divine, _
Demands my soul, my 1ife, my slli.®



