THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

"For we must all anpear before the judement seat of Christ; thalt every one may receive
the things dene in his bedy, according to that he hsth denes whether it be good or bad.®
IT Corimthians 5:10,

This verse is 633 of the most arresting, sobering and sanctifying in the Bible. It
declares a truth of . Jfremendous lwpert to every Chrisiian, one which should cause each of
us to congider its implicaticms.

This reference to the judgment sest reminds ws of the tribunsl of the Romen magistrate,
which was the mest aungust representation of Justice vhich the world then exhibited. The
Jjudgment seat was on an elevated nistform, usuelly =2t the end of the Basilica, s¢ that
the figure of the judge must have been seen towering above the crowd which thronged the
long nave of the building.

It should be said thalt the Greek word which is here trenslated "judgment sest™ is "bhema,.®
In the Grecian world, at the time the New Testament was written, the "bema™ was not a
judicial bench upon whieh the | : @nt to pags senternce upon a eriminal, but it was an
elevated seat on which the wmpirs o the Arena st Athens, anﬁ from which he
distributed the prizes Lo the suscve 1 contesbanis or wimnners of the various games.

Taking np the {igure of the 01y
the mrizes te the victerious e
that the judgment seat of Christ

vames, at the close of which the judge distributed
= Pawl psed the word "bema" and declared
- te coming to raise all who have
dled in the Iord, to translate the to teke His place upon the judgment
geat, and Yo conduct & personal 3 ation of each child of 8od, So, the judgment sest
of Cbrﬁst is net a judicisl benck, tud rather a reward distributing point.

It will not be a trial to ascertaln whether the judged sre saved er losit, for only the
saved can appear before the judgment seat of Christ. Mot a single lost perscn will be
there, 411 of the wnsaved will appear before Him st the Great Yhite Throne Judgment.
These judgments are sevarated in vpoint of time by =t least one thousand years: the former
eccurring abt Christ's coming before the m4lleniﬁm, end the latter tsking place gt the
cloze of the millenium.

On the score of who will appear before the judgment seat of Christ, there is much ignorsnce
among church members today. It is a common notlon smong many of them that the world will
go on to the end of time, then Christ will veturn, &1l the dead will be raised, and 211
men, both saved and lost, will appesr before Him in judgment, and that the saved will be
taken into heaven and the unseved will be cast inbe hell. Bub God's Word dees not teach
that.

Some alsc have the mistsken notion that one wust wallt wntil he stands before the judgment
geat of Chriest before his salvation is determined. That is not true, for one is saved
right here on earth or not at 811. Psul has besn with Christ approximstely nineteen
centuries, Certainly he will not be forced to appssr before the judmment seat of Christ
in order to have a decision made as te whether or not ke is saved or leost. His sslivation
took olace right here on this earth in Syria.

This judsment is not for the purpose of judging the believer's sins. A1l of his sins were
judged in the person of Jesus Christ at the cress of Calvary. "And by Him all thet believe
are justified from all things, from which ¥ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.W
Bets 13:39. "For he hath made him, who knew no sin, to be sin for ug:; thal we might be

made the righteousness, of God in him,"™ II Corinthians 5:21. 'Who his own self hare our
sins,in his own body on the tree, thalt we, being dead to sins, should live unto righiteousness:
by whose stripes ye were healed,” I Peter 2:24. T"He that believeth on him is not condemned.”
Jdohn 3:18, "Werily, verily, I say unmbo you, He thail heareth my word, and believeth on

him that sent me, hath everlasting 1ife, and shall nol come into condemmatbion: bubt is nessed
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from death unto 1ife.® dJohn 5:24. 'There is therefore now no condempstion ho them which
are in Christ Jesus.! Bomsns S:1,

The Christian's sins have been dealt with permenently. Christ peid the penslty for them

and remembers them no more. Those who have believed onm Christ heve been removed from

any possibllity of being brought under the condemnsticn of sin or being Jost., A1l who )
trust Christ as Sevicur will spend eternity in heaven. Bub, no Christisn shouwld presume

for a moment that simply because the judegment for sin at Calvary guarantees him sn entrance
into heaven he can live as he plesses, Every Christian should know that his 1ife and works
will be judged either %o his profit or to his loss. )

Writing to the Christizns al Bome, bubt including himself and all others of the household

of faith, Pavl said, "We shall =211 stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” Romans 14:10.
The word ¥shall” indicates the ceritainty of it. Every child of God must stand before the
judgment seat of Christ, to be examined by Him =25 to how the life, time, talents, ovportunitie
and respensibilities have heen utilized. This examinatien will conecern eur Christian
character, conduct and service, It is destimed te be a very thorough investigation of

every deteil of our service. Whether we like it or not, each of us must render a detalled
account of our stewardship snd service, Things will them be seen in their true colors

and labeiled at their real werth by the omniscient Christ,

Deeds of merit as we thought them
He will show us were but sin:
Little acts we had forgotien
Be will tell us were for Him.Y

This judgment is for rewards., Over and ever agaln God declares that every righteous deed
vhich we do from the time we are seved shall be rewasrded. However, nobody will ever get
& reward for anybthing which he did before he was saved. Rewsrds cannot be earmed unbtil
after salvation has beecome a reality. God's Vord says, "For there shall be no reward teo
the evil man.¥ Proverbs 24320,

In giving these rewards Christ will not look at our success, bult at our motives; not at
our vietery, bub at the way in which we feught, even in the hour of defeat; not at what
we have accomplished, but at how faithful we have been in seeking to seccomplish it.

Our admission Lo heaven is made possible only by the Ilord Jesws Christ, but our status

in heaven will be determined by us. Neme of us are responsible for the status inte which
we were born. God has taken care of that. He has placed us just where we are because
that is the best vlace for us, that is where we cen bring the most glory te His name,

But our status in the home above depends upon the guality and quantity of our service here
below. We are saved by grace through Taith, but cur standing in hesven devends wupon our
service here. '

Only as our works abide will there be rewards for us, Our works camnot sbide unless they
have been plessing umto the Iord. Mamy will appear before the judgment seat of Christ
expecting great rewards only %o find that their works, which im life were not in accord
with His Will and Word, shall be burned. OGod's Word says, "Every men's werk shall be
made manifest: for the day skall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and
the fire shall try every man's work of what sert it is. If any man's work asblde which
he hath nilt thereupon, he shall receive s rewerd., If any men's work shall be burzed,
he shall suffer loss: bub he himself shall be saved; yebt so as by fire.¥ I Corinthians

3 :13-15 [

With what kind of material are we building? What are the motives which promp®t our actions?
What are the obiects we seck to secure? Is our aim essentially the glory of Christ and
the furtherance of His work, or is it self-glorification and the plaudits of men?



-3 -

Hood--the lifeless timber so aptly figurstive of dead works--will be destroyed by fire.
Hay--the worthless, inconsequential and insubstantial chavacter of the superficial 1ife—-
will perish in the flames., Siubble--the remnsnts of 2 former glory-——will be reduced Ho
ashes,

But the gold--so symbolic of the Deity and of work insnired by heaven and underteken for
His glory--will stand the test. Silver--the reminder of the price of Israel's redemption
end the expressive suggestion of the works of a redeemed life-—will be unhsrmed by the
flemes., Precious stones——in all their radiant beauty reflecting and refracting the glerioms
colors of the light, approvriztely figurative of the life whose scle ohiect is to reflect
the glories and beauties of Christ--will be untouched by the fire,

Even the least thing which a Christian does in the neme of Jesus will not be overlooked.
"For God is not unrighteous to forget your work asmnd labor of love, which ye have shewed
toward His name, in that ye heve ministered to the saints, and do minister." Hebrews 63:10.
"ind whosoever shall give to drink untc one of these little ones a cup of cold water in
the name of a disciple, verily I say urto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.®
Matthew 10:42. I seems but a very little thing to give a cup of cold water, yet the Tord
Jesus has promised a reward if it is done in the prover spirit. '

Each Christian on this earth has been saved by grace. When he asppears before the judgmert
seat of Christ, he is going to¢ be rewarded sccording to his works, By then all of his
works will have ended, the retwrns will 211 be in, and Christ will judge those works.

I they have been good works--thoge which have been done by 2 child of God, in obedience
to the commsnd of God, for the glory of God and for the good of cthers,-~the Christian
will receive a reward. If those works have not pleased and glorified the lord, there will
not be any reward, If you serve the Iord in order to stand high in the estimation of others,
your works will perish. If you gelt angry and quit the Iord's church when everything does
not sult you, your works will be destroyed. If your works comsist of complaints and
eritieisme, they will all perish. Only those things which are done in a sweet, unselfish
and Christisn spirit for the glory of the Iord will be aceeptsble to Wim and rewasrded by
Hm.,

In the scriptures crowns are used as symbols of the rewards which are offered to faithful
believers in Christ for the serviece which they render to Him.

1. The erown of rejolicing.
This is the soul-wimner's crown. Those brought to Christ by us will be our crown of
rejoicing at Hie coming. "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are
not even ye in the presence of our Iord Jesus Christ at Fis coming? For ve are ocur
glory and joy." I Thesselenisns 2:19-20.

2. The crown of glorv.
This is the pastor'’s crown. It is given enly for faithfulness and suffering in the
gospel ministry. "Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the eversight thereof,
not by censtraint, but willingly: net for Tilthy lucre, but of & ready mind; Neither
a5 being lords over God's heritase, but being ensamples to the flock. ind when the
chief Shepherd shall appear, ve shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not asway.”

I Peter 5:2-4,

3. The crown of life.
This is the martyr's crown. It is a reward for faithfulness under trial. "Blessed

1s the men that endureth templstion: for when he is iried, he shall receive the
crown of 1life, which the Iord hath promised to them that love Him,." Jamee 1:12,
Aiso, "Be thou faithful unto death and T will give thee z erown of 1life.? Revelstion

2:30,
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4. The erown of rightecusness. :
This is the crown for those who love Mis appearing. "Henceforth there is laid up for
me & crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that dsy: and not teo me eonly, bul unto all them alseo that love His aprearing.”

II Timethy 4:8.

5., The incorruptible crown.
This is the victor's crovmn., PAnd every man that striveth for the mastery is temperste
Ain all things. How they de it to obiainm a corruptible crown; but we an incorruntible.
I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:
Buot I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by sny means, when
I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” I Corinthians 9:25-27,

At the jJudgment seat Christ will give His rewards teo those whe have served Him. You, as
a Christian, will not receive all that is coming to you for vour service here during this
life. The rewards of the righiteous, for the mest part, lie beyond thisg earth, You do
not even receive your rewards when vou die., People often mention someons who has died
and remark that he has entered into hig reward. Thst is an insccurate statement, Paul
sald that his rewards were laid by for him. We shall not be rewarded for our works umtil
the fruitage of ocur lives has come in. A& man works faithfully for the Ierd while here
and then he goes home to be with Him. But that man's work and influence do not cease to
operate when he dies. Personslly, I went my messages and my writings to continme working
long after I am gone. So, your rewards will not be eompubted until your work is completed.
Then, when the lord comes, He will give us our rewsrds according o our labors. If you
share with another in his rewards, yvou must share with him in his labers.



