TREVERTHELESS GOD®
TWithout were fightings, within were fears, FNevertheless God." — II Corinthiasns 7:5-6

Heve you ever considered how gr ent an elewent of paradox there is in human 1ife? The facts
of life heve a disconcerting way of worxounﬁlng our careful thecories, throwing out our
caleuistions and coz‘*rﬁlc+1rg neralizations. Just vhen we think we heve found a
formula to fit the facts of . wihing unpre trble and eseentric turms up, and makes
owr logiec look absurd. Just w? we think we have discovered or established 2 rule, we
find & host of excephticns. : encugh Yo embarraes our precision, and to dynemite our
dogmatism, and to play havoc with the axioms which we had thought quite comprehensive and

- secure.

No sooner have we fixed on one aspect of life, and nailed that down, and ssid, "This certeinl: Iy
is irue," than there crops up some other aspect, anpsrent¢y directly cemtr?ﬁlutory'%o the
first, aré we have to say, "Bult this also is true. Life is a thing so feir and lovely and
sub¢1n 3 but it is slso true that there is an element in it wmspeakably cruvel and bither.

Christ's yoke is eamsy and His burden light; vet it is the hardest thlnb in all the world
to be & Christisn. Godforeknows the future, and sees the end from the beginning; yet the
buman will is free. Ve ave to bear one ano{her 8 burdens; vet every man ghall besr hisg
own burden, We are citizens of the world, members of an esrthly socisty, with all the
ties and responsibilities which that involwes; yet owr citizenship is in hesven.

Life is full of this kind of peradox, this inescepable tension between opposing aspects

of owr experience. You csn't esrd-index life. You can't pigeon-hole truth. You can't
hope to get the mystery of it tled up initc 2 neal little formuls with no loose erds any-
where. TPeople are always attempting to do that. The human mind has a2 pession for system—
stization. It hates loose ends. It wants 3o have sverything docketed and tabulated and
tidy., It has e ingrained tendency tc seek 2 snug, compact phllosophv

But it is & vain cuest. Life is ‘oo blg and complex for such trestment Tbere will slways
be avkward, intrsciable factors tvrning up, te take our confident th&orlZlﬂ.y by surprise;
always an element of paradox to derange the symmeirv of our leogie. The truth is, life is so -
constructed that at its heart there is & great "everthelese!” We study the facts, and

draw deductions, and arrive at condélusions, and feel that we have Tound and formulstec the
truth; but then life itself with 2 sudden thrust and challenge intervenes., "Al1 that may

be true,” it seems to say to us,."your statement of the facts may be sound; nevertheless
there is this!i® w- and with nab i% sets down som ething that seems daringly, almost violently,
to contradiet our previcus position - "there is thls to reckon with!® That is the element
of paradox in life; =2nd it is this, when you come to think of it, that gives our life on

earth- its danger and zest and glory.

In Hebrews 12:11, we read, "Ho chastebing for the vresent seemeth to be joyous, but
grievouss NEVERTHELESS AFTERWARD it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of rlghteouSﬁesso
This is what might bs ecalled "The Neverthelessz of L Trensformed Experisnce,?

What are we to understand by "chastening®? It means the vhole range =nd extent of lifetes
stern discipline, all the hard and difficult things thzt test the faith by which we live,
It means the darkress in which we sisnd when some of the femilisr and comflorting 1ights
have gone oub. It is whel heppens when plans f2il, and dearesst desires ars frustrated

or when health gives way; or uhen homes are broken up, and gocd-byes are said; or mhen
some unshered burden weighs upon the hesrt; or when the world goes mad, and chaos comes
again; or when desth peris two souls who loved as David loved Jonathan; it is all the
darker side of l1life; and vwhen this writer says that "no chestening for the present is
joyous, but grievcus,® he is surely right. For these things hwrt and mystify. They search
the soul and leave deep scars behind. It is no use to say, "Cheer up! It doemn't matter.”
It is not faith, it is folly, to suggest that trial and suffering are illusions.
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. Ghagtening can be so grievous that some are turned by it to bitterness. They ask, "Why

does God allow it? What have I done to be treated so?" And they fall victims to self-
pity, and resentment, and a brooding, smouldering depression.

But here in this epistle is 2 men whom quite desperstie trouble has uviterly falled to embitter,
He has found the secret of victory, and serenity, and sirong unbroken self-mastery. Do you
ask him whet his secret is?  Here is his answer, "Nevertheless!® "Life's discipline may
hurt and grieve; nevertheless sfteérward" — and withthat,out of the very heart of his
trouble he brings & prize more frech and fair snd lovely than the unhurt, untroubled life
cen ever show — '"nevertheless afierward it yieldeth the pesceable fruit or rightecusness,”
it wins as its harvest the strong peace of a guiet mind and the tranguillity of an wpright
soul,

You must have séen it happening -~ here a men grappling with crushing, overwhelming mis-
fortune, and bringing back from that betitlefield of the soul 2 new sense of the reel issues
of life, a new poise and dignity of besring, a new awareness of unseen, infinite resources;
there a womsn imprisoned in the long bondage of wearing illness, and developing out of that
experience a tenderness, = loveliness of spirit, a communion with the unseen, which seem
to turn that sickroom intc = temple. '

Hevertheless afterward! So trouble is itransformed, and they who sow in tears resp in joy,
reap the rich harvest of a deep, inviolable peace. However, this harvest is npot umiversal,
but only to those who are prepsred to let God in upon their problem or their sorrow,
setting their own trouble in the light of the cross where Christ bore all the troubles of
the world. Only those who sre willing to cooperste with the divine plan and will know

the secret of the lord.

In Luke 5:5 we read, "We have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing; NEVERTHELESS

- AT THY WORD I will let down the net." This we shall describe as "The Nevertheless of en
Unguestioning Devotion.®

Consider what Christ was asking. He was asking something that on the face of it looked
utterly unreasonable. YLet down your nets for a draught.® But had they not been doing
that very thing for hours without success? They had been scouring the ses through the

long houre. of & weary night. Anyone who understood znything about fisking would have
known that if the hours of darkness had yielded nothing there was not the remotest chance
of a catch now when the wsters were shimmering in the morning sun. And those disciples were
expert fishermen, and knew all the science of their craft. What could Jesus De meaning?

But hark to Peter! "Nevertheless st thy word ‘I will let down the netl® It did not matter
thet the adviee seemed totally unreasonable, it did not matter thet all his fisherman lore
was dead agsinst it: it was the word of Jesus, and nothing else compared with that.
"Neverthelese at thy word!" Can we Jook into the eyes of Christ, and say the same vhen
His commsnds to us appear unreasonable, interfering even with our cherished ambltions and
plans for our career? Why does Christ sometimes make things so dreadfully diffieult for
His servants? Why should a man have %o keep siming 2t the ideal of the Sermon on the Mount,
when it hes been proved to him repeatedly by defeats thet he cannot hope to reach it? Vhat
is the good of getting back into the old boat, 2t the old place, with the old net, when you
have toiled so long in vain? That is the natural language of the heart, Bub the man of
faith is the man who can cancel 21l that ont with one ringing, decisive "Nevertheless!¥

Let us then listen to Paul in the words of our text, "Without #ére fightings, within were
fears, Nevertheless God." This is the "Nevertheless of 2 Direct Divine Revelation.®

Here was this lonely servant of Christ, confronting his grim and desperate situation,
wrestling with life. "Withowt were fightings.”
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That means the sssaulbe of paganism, the mailed fist of a totalitarian Stste battering

at every thing the church held dear, the threat of destruction and ruthless extermination
hurled at the dreams and hopss of the saints of God. "Within were fears.® That meant the
man's own consciousness of verscnal inadequecy, his aches of memory and gusts of shame,
hig sense of being the wost appellingly earthy of earthen vessels, and the mywarthiest of
all the unworthy serverts of the Lord, It seemed that his prosgpects were pitiful, his
plight desperste end pathetic. 11 the rules he ough' to hs been 8 hervous wreck;

te have eried "1'n beaten,? and ¢ up the wmeguwl struggle. ought, humanly spesking,
to heve blown out the protesting lipht of his soul. Fe cught te have taken up his pen and
written, "Without were fightings, within were fears, thereiore, hope died within me, and
the dark night of umbelieving fatallism claimed ms for its ewn.' DBut to this man in the
Asrkest hour there had come one Tlash acrose the midnight; and here, in the light of that
grest vision, he springs to his feet, breathlessly flinging defiance at the menace of the
facts, bluntly contrsdicting the logic of the natural with the thrust and invasion of the
supernatural. "Without were fightings, within were fedrs. Kevertheless God! God comforted
me." And so -- magnificently —- he sounds the trumpet-note of victory.

There were many things that conspired to cast Paul down, He had temporal trials of no
ordinsry megnitude and strength. Hiw own people hated him, the heathen persecuied him;

and worst of all, there were those in the churches whose conduct caused him sharp and con-
stant pain. Then, too, he had 2 grievous disappointment. Titus did not turn up until long
after he was expected, and in those perilous times, Paul was snxious about the young men's
safety 2nd about the news he had to bring. He wss & good man and true, vet he was case down.

No doubt "the csre of all the churches" weighed hesvily upon him. Hie health seems to have
been far from good. He said "my flesh hath no rest.” Insomnia seems to have visited him,
One who csn sleep can aluways forget his cerss and sorrows for a while., But when one has 1o
fight the battles of the day all over agsin during the night, ther his case is & hard one
indeed., Then, too, he was much slone. While he had many friends in Philippi, they were
not of the type to whom he could unburden his heart.

The course of the apostle wes one remarksbly varied; sometimes prosperous, sometimes
adverse. At the time.when he wrobte this epistle he looked back upon a period of troubie,
contention and opposition, and upon experilences of ' g and disappointment. His
“pature was not one to pass through 1ife wmmoved; he was semsitive to all influences. And-
at Macedonis from which he was now wribing, Paul had endured much which was fitted To
depress his mind. Never was affliction more comprehensively summed up than in the language
he here employs -- "Without were fightings, within were fesrs. Bevertheless God."

Tor Christ Paul was in peril of his life in Demascus; coldly suspecisd by his fellow-
believers in Jerusalem; persecuted in Antiochj; stoned in Lystra; assaulited in Iconium}
besten with many stripes in Philippi; attscked by a lewd and envious crowd in Thessalonicaj
pursued by callous enmity at Berea; desplsed in-Athens; blssphemed in Corinth; exposed to
‘the fierce wrath of the Ephesiens; and bound with Chains in Jerusalem.

The Lord of Paul's life knew the limit of the endurance of His servant. He knew thati he
was keenly sensitive. He saw him on the rack in his anxiety about Corinth. He wnderstood
his hungry longing for friemdship. Pauvl's affectionate nature made him greatly dependent
upon ruman friendships. Finally, Titus came and brought good news, so Paul's strainiand
tension were relsxed momentsrily. Then, overflowing with an exuberant sense of relief
and joy sbout Corinth, and of affection for his people, he spoke ouwr text.

Men are frequently cast down by grievous clrcumstences, sickness, poverty, bereavement
and approaching death. Also, by fears —— useless, groundless, foolish, sinful fears.
Even the strong, fearless, enterprising Paul was cast down. Ve are accustomed to think
of him as the soldier of the cross, and the hero of the spiritusl war. And this is right.
Neverthelsss, we should not forget thst he had & humen heart, with humen susceptibilities
and cravings; that he knew what it was to be weary, disappointed and sorrowful, and what
it was to be consolsd, encouraged and elated.
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'?s Prul informs us that God is = comforter. He is the ?h*Slc“aﬂ of the depressed,
& are those who assume to be great and strong who would not stoop to render that sort
srviee; but what some are too proud to do, God delights to do. Note the means by

which He comforts:
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3. By the Loxdls lay, mmth its holy calm, sacred assemblings and sweet rest.

4. By prayer, when desire is relieved by supplication and oppressive care is cast upon God,

5. By the church, with F er ordinsnces of instruction, devotion and communion.

6. Iy the Holy Spirit, the comforter.

7. By Jesus Christ the Saviour.

There is but ons hand that ean 1ift up those who are cast doun -- God canp, wili and does.
God often comforts people through the visits of a friend. £ genuine Christian often
carries comfort into the house of a distresssd friend.

izive "Nevertheless"? God kmows thet all of us are needing
Yithout are fightings, principalities and powers setting
ngel e array agrinet the most spered standsrds of ocur lives, docirines of
wked materialien and brute foree laughing to scorn the epivitwl values of the faith of
Christ., And within sre fears — Tears of our own deficiency of inwerd resource, fears of

a bresk in ocur faith vhen the r l test comes, fears of the unknown future and the cdim and
merncing way. O=zn ve, reccgni the flghtlngs snd the fears, Pling these two shining
words right in the wretched lower g fageg of them £ll -— "Nevertheless God"? Darkness may
cover the earth, and gross darkn the people -- nevertheless Godt The powers of evil may
strike a pact together, as Herod and Pilste became frie qws on tn@ av of the crucifixion ~-=
reverthelsss God., Faith may tr i
flesh mey f2il and faint -- nevertheiess God'. Can you ?riumphantiy rice to that?

Can we, facing the fightings the fears, around, within, rise up to it? Others have
achieved 1t in days mors te*r.k ifwing than our own. Owr own forefathers schieved 1t on the
seeffold and at the steke, The lord Jesus Christ achieved it in Gethsemane. "Let this
cup p2ss: nevertheless Thy will, Fathsr, not Mine, be done." Think of that, and know
you are not alore when trouble comes. Reach out of darkness, and feel the pressure of
more then human hand. Stand up in the might of Christ, and bid defiance to your fears.
"Nevertheless God!¥ And the rest will be music, and a merch to victory.
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